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WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST
2016 HARVEST FESTIVAL

By Susan Wakuta, Children’s Director

“But in fact God has placed the parts in the body,
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If
they were all one part, where would the body be?
As it is, there are many parts, but one body.”
— 1 Corinthians 12:18-20

In this familiar passage, Paul speaks about the
diversity of spiritual gifts expressed by members of
the church, the Body of Christ. Unity, mutual
respect, and love are essential in order for the
Body to function smoothly and be healthy. I am
amazed at how God places each person in this
church and appreciate the diversity in ages,
nationalities, as well as individual talents, abilities,
and spiritual gifts demonstrated by God’s people.
During our Harvest Festival, it was such a blessing
to witness everyone serving together, giving glory
to God, and loving our community.

This year, we welcomed 483 children and 381 of
them were not regular attenders of our church.
This did not include parents and siblings. It was
the largest number we’ve ever had. We originally
thought there may be fewer children because it
was a school night. However, God had other
plans.

Joshua Matsuda and his Boy Scout troop built two
new games, “Samson Smash” and “Bring Down
the Giant.”  This was his Eagle Scout project as
well as refurbishing two other games. Also,
Kidzone presented a show of fun interactive
experiments relating to the awesome power of
God.

I am very grateful to the 144 adult volunteers and
50 youth who served at the Harvest Festival. I also
had a wonderful Core Team who helped organize
this event. People donated candy, pumpkins,
clothes, toothbrushes, and toothpaste. We raised
$1,800 for the Children’s scholarship from those
who purchased food and pictures.

While the numbers were phenomenal, we all know
from Pastor Steve’s leadership that this is a
relational church. There were noticeably more
Hispanic and Japanese-speaking families at the
Harvest Festival. Because of the relationships
formed last year, I was told the Japanese-
speaking mothers had such a wonderful time and
invited their friends to come. We also had a great
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turnout at our Kid’s Closet where families picked up donated
clothes for their children. The volunteers there were
intentional in getting to know our visitors. This is what our
church is about; it is building relationships and connecting
with families so they would come back and discover who
Jesus is.

I want to end with this great story. Two years ago, I shared
how God held back the rain at Harvest Festival when there
was 100% chance of rain. It did not start raining until ½ hour
after we cleaned up and put everything away. This year, it
was actually raining on October 30 and people were wet as
they arrived for our 2nd worship service. Others asked me,
“What are you going to do about set-up for the Harvest
Festival if it continues to rain?”  So, what would you do?  I
went to the Sunday school children and asked them to pray
as well as two other people who I know are prayer warriors.
The children were well aware of the rain outside and I asked,
“How many of you believe God can stop the rain?”  All the
children raised their hands. So, right then and there we
prayed to God to stop the rain because we wanted to see
lots of children come to the Harvest Festival and share His
love with them. After the 2nd worship service when the men
were ready to put up the erector sets, it stopped raining. And,
even though dark clouds loomed all afternoon, it did not rain.

With all the serious and pressing issues going on in our
nation and the world, our all-knowing, all-powerful God took
the time to answer a simple prayer which meant a lot and
showed how much He loves us. This is something the
children will always remember. As we continue to trust Christ
as the head of our church, we as the Body can go forward
with hope and confidence knowing His ways are always
greater than our own.

2016 Harvest Festival 1)

Photos by Jeff Lew & Russell Nagata
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WELL DONE PASTOR STEVE
PROFILE OF PASTOR STEVE LANGLEY
BY KATHY AISO
“THE RIGHTEOUS MAN WILL FLOURISH LIKE THE PALM TREE,
HE WILL GROW LIKE A CEDAR IN LEBANON. PLANTED IN THE
HOUSE OF THE LORD, THEY WILL FLOURISH IN THE COURTS

OF GOD.” —PSALM 91:12-13

Senior Pastor Steve Langley makes an
unforgettable impression. Typical of Pastor
Steve’s hands-on approach, he was at one
Work Day, digging a hole where a tree was to
be planted. He co-labored with another
volunteer who was new to GVBC. In time, that
volunteer learned he was working alongside
none other than the senior pastor. Impressed
with Pastor Steve’s servant attitude and work

ethic along with warmth, the man related he decided to start
attending GVBC regularly.

People matter to Pastor Steve. He was part of the Thailand
short-term mission team which built a water system and
sanitation facilities in a remote village in 2015. From October
26 to November 9 of this year, Pastor Steve joined another
GVBC team of four to build a water system for a Karen hill
tribe village in Umphang, Thailand.

HE UNIFIED A DIVIDED CHURCH

After coming to GVBC in March 1994, both he and his wife,
Nancy, set out to unify a divided church. They modeled love,
forgiveness, and acceptance which he preached about in his
sermons. Through Pastor Steve and Nichigo Pastor Bunso
Otani, the English speaking and Nichigo congregations
became unified under one constitution in two languages. In
the 2000s, community groups were formed for GVBCers to
connect with each other, fellowship, support, and grow in the
Word.

In time, the church healed and began to thrive. From the
start, Pastor Steve had a vision for GVBC, which he shared
with the Body. With Pastor Steve’s leadership and direction,
our Body began accepting and embracing the vision to
expand ministry within the church and in the community and
world. Out of it, came the GVBC mission statement. It states,
GVBC operates on five purposes:  worship, discipleship,
community, ministry, and missions. Missions became a
proactive ministry. For the first time, GVBC formed teams
which were sent to the mission field:  a remote village in
Thailand, an orphanage in San Telmo, Mexico, and an
earthquake –ridden church in Rifu, Japan. As a result, an
ongoing relationship developed between GVBC and the
people who were ministered to directly by GVBC short-term
missions teams. GVBC continued to financially support its
other missionaries around the globe. In 2017, a mission team
will be sent to Brazil.

AN EFFECTIVE CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR

As an effective church administrator, Pastor Steve initiated
programs, such as: Advent Conspiracy (AC), Charity Water
(CW), and the Pastoral Intern Program. After attending a
conference in New York in 2009, an enthused Pastor Steve
brought back ideas to incorporate AC and CW as part of
GVBC ministries. In its first year (2010), $38,783 was raised
for AC. The following years (2011, 2012, 2014, and

2015).there was a steady financial increase, ending in
almost $60,000 raised last year. Through GVBC’s
generosity, CW built wells for two schools and six
villages. The partnership with CW concluded when
GVBC decided to begin sending its own teams to build
water systems, working with our ABC missionaries
Mike & Becky Mann.  Pastor Steve also emphasized
the importance of the URBANA Missions Conference.
A person could attend the conference, with most
expenses paid by the church. Over the years, the
church sent many GVBCers to Urbana, including
Pastor Steve and Nancy. There were attendees like
Bob Matsushima, who felt the calling to the mission
field in Africa at URBANA. During retirement, Bob and
his wife, Teresa embarked on the Mercy Ship to do
short-term medical missions in Madagascar, Africa.

PASTORAL INTERN PROGRAM FLOURISHED

Under Pastor Steve’s direction, the pastoral intern
program flourished. Over a dozen interns have gone
through the program. Pastor Steve mentored, guided,
and developed many of the interns’ skills. Shortly after
the program began, the Golf Fellowship generously
supported the pastoral interns by raising money
through the Annual Seminarian Scholarship Golf
Tournament, now past its 17th year. Pastor Steve also
helped expand GVBC’s ministry into the community
and South Bay. The Neighborhood Ministry was
formed through Scott Kushigemachi to help support
the City of Gardena. Whether it be the Friday Food
Ministry, which served hot meals to the homeless at
St. John’s Lutheran Church (partnering with St. John’s)
or helping out at the recent 17th Annual Keep Gardena
Beautiful Event (KGBE), GVBCers were there. In the
Gardena Valley News (dated September 2016), it was
noted that GVBC sent the largest group (90 total) to
help clean up Gardena. We participate every year.

GVBC EXPANSION PROJECT

Donning his hardhat as foreman, Pastor Steve
undertook GVBC’s major building expansion project in
the 2000s. A much needed Community Hall/
gymnasium was built along with classrooms, the
Narthex, offices, and expanded/remodeled kitchen
facilities. In 2007, the Community Hall and facilities
were dedicated. It was a dream come true for many
GVBCer’s, including Harold Kobata who saw the need
for these facilities as early as the 1970s. God provided
financially. As of today, the Nehemiah Project Phase 5
appears to be in its final stage.

A GOOD SHEPHERD, NICE GUY, AND FUNNY

Pastor Steve delivered solid Biblically-based sermons
— sermons focusing on God and Scripture. We loved
how Pastor Steve would personalize his sermons with
stories about himself, Nancy, family, or others. Pastor
Steve’s stories about himself reflected his heart for the
Lord, humility, and good sense of humor. As one
GVBCer aptly put it, “Pastor Steve will be remembered
as a good shepherd, nice guy, and funny!”
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PASTOR STEVE RETIRES

After nearly 23 years of faithful service as senior pastor, Pastor Steve will retire on January 31, 2017. When he came to
GVBC in March 1994, the job as senior pastor was daunting for anyone. The church needed to heal and much work
needed to be done. With God’s help, Pastor Steve did his job over and above what anyone expected. He was able to
unify members and friends of our body while also expanding GVBC’s vision for ministry within the church, in the
community, and the world. GVBC now thrives as a unified, culturally diverse and intergenerational 21st century church
with additional ministries and a broader outward focus to the community and world. Well done, Pastor Steve!

Profile of Pastor Steve Langley ( 3)

It has been a busy season for your Board of Deacons, as the board met for three separate meetings
over the past several weeks: Thursday September 29, Sunday October 9 and Tuesday October 25.

The proposed 2017 General Fund Budget was reviewed at each of these meetings, with significant dis-
cussion focused on approaches to mitigating the deficit in the budget proposal. The final 2017 General
Fund Budget Proposal was approved at the October 25 meeting, and was then adopted by a vote of the
congregation at the November 13 Election Meeting.

The October 9 meeting was almost fully devoted to assessing various options related to church leadership moving for-
ward from Pastor Steve’s January 31 retirement until a new Senior Pastor is in place.  Discussion between Rev. Dr. Sam
Chetti, Executive Minister of the American Baptist Churches of Los Angeles, Southwest and Hawaii, and the Pastoral
Search Committee had identified the three options that the board considered:

1. Having Pastor Steve continue in a part-time role.
2. Calling an interim Senior Pastor
3. Selecting a committee of lay leaders to guide the church during this timeframe.

With previous concurrence from Pastor Steve, the option to have Pastor Steve continue after his retirement in a part-time
role (approximately 10-15 hours per week, through no later than June 30, 2017) was selected.

Routine business over this time span included review and approval of board meeting minutes and monthly review of
church finances; regular updates from the Pastoral Search Committee; review of the calendar, which includes the up-
coming Baptism Sunday (January 1, 2017), our traditional Come-Forward Communion (January 8, 2017), and the end of
the year Board/Core dinner and meeting in which newly elected Board members are welcomed to the Board (December
6, 2016); and finally, review of Sunday worship attendance.

Other business addressed included approval of a love gift for Naoto Funada, Nichigo Worship Coordinator, who has re-
signed his position effective October 16; an approval to allow the Kizuna organization to use the church facilities in July
2017; approval of a Nichigo fundraiser to offset the costs of attending an upcoming conference; approval of a budget for
Pastor Appreciation Sunday; and a discussion on our church’s compliance to the tax liability caused by items purchased
online outside of California.

At the November 13 Election Meeting, the following individuals were elected to three-year terms on the Board of Dea-
cons, commencing in January 2017:
 Wes Harada (Vice Moderator)
 Rex Hayashi (Vice Treasurer)
 Teresa Louie (Member-at-Large)
 Yoshiko Ogata (Member-at-Large)

Board Members completing their terms of service this December are Aki Abe, Linda Hayashi, Perry Ishibashi and Jo-
anne Morimoto.

Your board continues to thank the Lord for the many blessings He bestows on our church family, and continues to thank
each of you for your prayers and support!

BOARD REPORT
BY HERMANN SCHURR, CHURCH CLERK
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
To the family of Yuki Miyamoto who passed away on Thursday, September 22.

Judy Lam and Tan & Evalene Lam and family in the passing of Tan & Judy’s father, Muoi Lu, who
passed away on October 31 in San Gabriel. The funeral service was held at Rose Hills Cemetery.

To Patsy Kuwata and family in the passing of their son, Dean Kuwata.

BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Matthew & Rita Maeda in the birth of their second son, Alan Saikichi Kamaka
Maeda. He was born on Friday, November 4 at 7:47 a.m. Little Alan weighed 7 lbs. 8 oz. and he was
19.5 inches long. Proud family members are brother Anthony (2 yrs.), grandmother Kari Maeda, Uncle
Kevin & Auntie Samantha Maeda.

LETTERS TO OUR FAMILY
Dear GVBC, Thank you for the beautiful flower arrangement and orchid plant. We find comfort in
knowing that Lillian [Suzuki] is rejoicing with the Lord. Many thanks, The Anderson’s: Pam & John, Joy
Lynn; The Suzuki’s; and the Kudo’s: Ken & Diane

Dear GVBC Family, Thank you for the floral arrangement sent in memory of my father [Bob Collier].
We appreciate your prayers, comfort, and support. The Collier Family

Saturday, January 21, or Sunday, January 22, 2017

Registration begins

Sunday, November 27, after each service



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR
MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING
ACCOUNTABILITY LOVE OVERCOMING
[NOTE: time change] Sundays, 12:30 p.m., Room 252. For
more info contact Diane Ujiiye at: mahalo@gvbc.net.

GVBC SHAKEOUT EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS
Thursday, November 17, 6:30 — 9:00 p.m., Room 201. Learn
how to cook in an emergency and how to make a shelter
outside of your home. For questions and more information,
contact Cindy Matsuda at hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com.

SINGLE PARENT WORKSHOP
Friday, November 18, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Room 119. Contact
Susan Wakuta, ext. 689 or susan@gvbc.net.

POPCORN & A MOVIE
Saturday, Nov. 19, 1:00 — 3:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Come to a
free showing of “God’s Not Dead 2”. Bring your friends and
enjoy refreshments after the movie.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD GIFT BOXES
This Sunday, November 20 we will collect your gift box(es)
during the worship services. Pack a shoebox gift for a child!
In recent years, filled shoeboxes from GVBC have been
received in Panama, the Philippines, and Peru. What to do:
 Get a shoebox.
 Fill your box. Toys, hygiene items and school supplies are

recommended, plus a “wow” toy such as a doll, soccer
ball with pump, or stuffed animal.

 Pray for the child who will receive your gift. You may
include a personal note and photo if you desire.

 Donate $7 to send your gift overseas.
Their website www.samaritanspurse.org/occ has additional
information, videos, and if desired, you can even track the
destination of your box by printing a Follow Your Box label.
Let’s again bless hundreds of children with a box this
Christmas season!

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
Sunday, November 20. Both services in the Community Hall.
Come to our Thanksgiving Sunday service to hear how God
has blessed those in our congregation this past year during
our open-mic session of the service. Also, we will be
collecting your Operation Christmas Child gift boxes during
both worship services.

OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday & Friday, November 24 & 25, Thanksgiving holiday

WORK DAY & CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 26, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up
coffee and donuts. No experience needed to help with minor
repairs, landscaping maintenance and cleaning. Also, we will
be decorating our church for the Christmas Holidays. All ages
are invited. Come when you can, leave when you must.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, November 27

CHRISTMAS CONCERT BY WENDY KATAGI
Sunday, November 27, Sanctuary, 3:00 — 4:00 p.m. The
Evangelism Committee is hosting a free Christmas concert.
Come kickoff the Christmas season with cheer and joyous
songs. Invite your friends and family. Featuring Tom Zink
pianist, Scott Kushigemachi guitarist, vocalists Hannah
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Katagi, Kayla Cortez, and Kyra Nakagaki. Homemade
Christmas cookies provided. Contact Cindy Matsuda,
hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com or the church office.

ALL-CHURCH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
Sunday, December 4, Community Hall [see page 7].

BREAKFAST IN BETHLEHEM
(formerly Angels Breakfast)
Saturday, December 10, 9:00 — 11:30 a.m. For nursery
through Kindergarten and their families. Breakfast, family
picture, drama, craft, and more! Registration coming soon.

CLASSES OFFERED AT GVBC
Sunday, December 11, 12:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high school age
and up. For those seeking information about GVBC and who
would like to become a member and/or be baptized.
201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual maturity.
401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches you how
to redefine your life’s mission and how you can live as a
witness to Christ.
Baptism Sunday will be on January 1, 2017.
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail her
at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject line].

POINSETTIA DECORATING
Saturday, December 17, 8:00 a.m. Everyone welcome to
come and help decorate our church with poinsettias. No
experience needed.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, December 26 and Tuesday, December 27.

GVBCLIVE NEW YEAR’S EVE
Saturday, December 31, 10:00 p.m. to midnight, Sanctuary.
Come ring in the New Year with worship and praise led by our
GVBCLIVE worship team.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, December 7 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, December 4.

GVBC HOME FOR RENT
3-bedroom, 2-bath, all hardwood floors, in Gardena near Pacific
Square. Includes stove. $2,200/month. Available in January 2017.
Call Wendy in the office (310) 323-5683, ext. 672.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION SERVICES
Sunday, December 18, 8:45 and 10:45 a.m., Community
Hall. Advent Conspiracy offering will be collected.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES
Saturday, December 24, 6:00 p.m. includes children’s story,
11:00 p.m. includes communion.

CHRISTMAS DAY FAMILY SERVICES
Sunday, December 25, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., Community
Hall. No Sunday school. Everyone will join together.

You are cordially invited to

GVBC’s All-Church Christmas Potluck
Sunday, December 4

5:00 – 7:00 PM

in the Community Hall
Join us for a great time of fellowship with food, games, and
singing Christmas favorites.

Based on your last name, please bring enough of the
following to serve six to eight people:

A – K: Main dish and dessert

L – Z: Main dish and side (salad, veggies,

pasta, potatoes or rice dish)

White rice and beverages will be provided.

Singles are invited to bring only one dish (based on your last
name as shown above) or pay $5 and we will buy food to
supplement the potluck dishes.

RSVP by Monday, November 28.

(Note: Please bring your potluck dishes in disposable
containers. If you would like to have your container returned,
label each part, including any serving utensils.)
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator

Sunday, November 20

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Thanksgiving Sunday

Advent Sermon Series: Hope of the World
Both services in the Community Hall through Dec. 25

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27
First Sunday of Advent
Hope of the World
Pastor Chris Koga

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4/COMMUNION
Second Sunday of Advent
Peace on Earth

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
Third Sunday of Advent
Joy to the World

Autumn Worship Schedule


